In the future this item will appear infront of each issue. with those of the industrial workers. Consequently, both prices of the services and taxes must go up. Inflation grows.
The future of advanced societies lies not in the provision of services and amenities, but in the provision and consumption of even more goods. The need for services, however, is not going to disappear _ It will have to be met -more cheaply, more efficiently, and more reliably -by selfservice.
What are the conditions for self-service activities to occur on a large scale? First, more time -there is going to be more of it in the future; four-day workweek is becoming a reality for an increasing number of employees. Second, more and cheaper durable goods which would provide the necessary support for an effective self-service -we are at the threshold of a new industrial revolution, characterized by automation, intelligent electronics, and computerization. Third, more energy -as the advanced nations finally turn towards decentralized and renewable energy sources, the ones which are extremely suitable for self-service, the energy question will be resolved in the market place, independently of the governmental strategic planning and political decision making_ Of course, the growing prices of services, growing taxation, and relative cheapening of durable goods are effectively fueling the transition toward self-service society in the meantime.
The term and the concept of self-service were first invented by Skolka, independently elaborated by Gershuny in his After Industrial Society?, but also arrived at by Kochen, Marien, and others. Is this group of new prophets going to be more accurate in their assessment of emerging societal trends? That remains to be seen.
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